Planting the Orchard
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tree row. A deep furrow is then plowed half way between
the two rows of pegs. The holes are then dug in this
furrow and after the trees are planted the water may be
turned into the furrow. It is necessary of course to draw
up a small mound of soil immediately about the tree to
prevent the water from coming in contact with the bark.
When balled stock is planted, it is customary to allow
the balls and sacking to remain. The strings are cut
from about the crown and the tree planted, sack and all*
It is also advisable to slit the sack at the bottom in order
to allow irrigation water to enter more easily. Ordinary
sacking decays in two months and the roots are not
interfered with. In the case of the balls being composed
of very stiff adobe soil, especially when planted in loose
sandy soil, they should be soaked in water and loosened
somewhat before planting. It is not advisable to attempt
to stimulate the trees by putting fertiliser in the holes.
Fertilizer may injure or even kill bare-rooted trees unless
it is very thoroughly incorporated with the soil before the
trees are planted.
Bare-rooted trees should be cut back when planted,
the cut waxed over, and an entirely new head allowed to
form. Balled trees may retain short stubs representing
the main branches of the head, and a few leaves. Sun
protectors are necessary to prevent sunburning of the
trunk and should always be used, especially in hot interior
valleys. Sun protectors may be made out of old sacking
wrapped around the trunk or especially manufactured
yucca tree protectors may be used. A number of thick-
nesses of old newspapers wrapped loosely around the
trunk and tied with a string answers very well and has the